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Dear Mary Lou Terrien,

I am writing on behalf of the City of Jackson to express concerns regarding urban blight
to the Local Government Committee. The City of Jackson is a community with a large
percentage of vacant and non-owner occupied structures that greatly contribute to the overall
blight problem. The City of Jackson has recently begun a very diligent effort to reduce blight,
however we have discovered several procedural issues that hamper the City’s ability to
effectively and efficiently combat blighted properties. As the Local Government Committee is
scheduled to discuss procedural problems with blight, I am submitting this letter in hopes that
you will share it with the Local Government Committee and enter it into the record.

The first issue of concern for Jackson is the notice process required for dangerous
structures. The City sends notices by certified mail. Approximately half of these notices mailed
by certified mail are returned as undeliverable to the City by the postal service. Upon return, the
City must then post the notice in the newspaper once a week for three consecutive weeks. Not
only is the three weeks of posting costly for a City facing financial issues, but the three week
requirement for posting lengthens the process, thereby leaving a dangerous structure to stand

posing a hazard for an even longer period of time.

The City of Jackson would request that the Local Government Committee consider
reducing the number of times that a notice of a dangerous structure has to be posted in the
newspaper. This will reduce the City’s costs and also speed up the process to have the structure

rehabilitated or demolished.
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